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ences; to be sure of your fact you must have been ready
and looking for it, an unprepared observation being
generally unreliable. We do not become scientific
observers by simply going out into the presence of
nature with the general intention of observing, but by
first getting some question in mind which we can answer
by observation of nature. General familiarity with a
thing, in the sense of having lived with it, does not
qualify one as a scientific expert regarding that thing.
One may prove to have little exact knowledge regarding
a familiar thing, simply because one has been satisfied
with a very summary observation of it and has taken
it thenceforward as a 'matter of course'. The question,
then, is decidedly to be called a drive; it arouses certain
activities which would not be aroused by the external
objects alone. It reinforces the effect of certain objects
and incidentally inhibits the effect of other objects, for
observation sharpened by a question is keen only for
the answer to that question and neglectful of whatever
is irrelevant to it.

Instead of speaking of the question as the driving
force in keen observation, we might have said that curi-
osity was the driving force; but it is not curiosity as
a general motive, but curiosity regarding some partic-
ular thing. 'Curiosity' sounds like a general motive
force leading to observation of anything and every-
thing. Now there is such a thing as a general explor-
atory tendency, leading the child, especially, to go out
in search of the novel. But the essence of interests and
questions is to be specific. It is the capacity to become
interested in certain classes of object, and in certain
problems regarding objects, that leads to systematic